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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in response to applicant's Appeal Brief filed August 30, 
2010. 

2. Claims 1 -1 0 and 1 7-28 are presented. No claim added and claims 11-16 are 
cancelled. 

3. Claims 1-10 and 17-28 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-10 and 17-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schleifer (US Patent No. 7,526,768) in view of LaRue (US Patent 
Application No. 2002/0133508). 

Regarding Claims 1, 10, 17, 18, and 24-28, Schleifer discloses a method 
of tracking and synchronizing content across multiple devices, including a 
plurality of client devices and a server (cols.3-4, lines 58-67 and 1-14, 
respectively, Schleifer), comprising: 
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receiving new content associated with a request submitted by a user 
(col. 10, lines 63-65, Schleifer); 

reviewing said new content in response to the request and comparing with 
existing content for which a record exists and which is a duplicate or related to 
said new content (col. 10, lines 65-67, Schleifer) 1 ; 

performing the request corresponding to said new content (col. 10, lines 
66-67, Schleifer). 

However, Schleifer is not as detailed with respect to new content for which 
no record exists and automatically completing fields within said new content 
record based on information contained in the new content as well as information 
about the presence of duplicate or related content which is available on the 
multiple devices. 

On the other hand, LaRue discloses new content for which no record 
exists (par [0146], LaRue) and automatically completing fields within said new 
content record based on information contained in the new content as well as 
information about the presence of duplicate or related content which is available 
on the multiple devices ([0153], LaRue). Schleifer and LaRue are analogous art 
because they are from the same field of endeavor for the synchronization of data. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate LaRue's teachings into the Schleifer system. A skilled 
artisan would have been motivated to combine in order to provide a 
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synchronization technology which processes already-known data and shares the 
information in an intelligent manner. 

Therefore, the combination of Schleifer in view of LaRue, disclose wherein 
new content without an existing record is compared with existing content having 
a corresponding record, and if the new content is at least similar to existing 
content, then the records from the existing content are utilized in completing the 
fields of the new content (par [0171], LaRue); and 

updating the records of duplicate or related content with information about 
the new content associated with said new content record to synchronize all the 
content records (par [0062], LaRue). 

Regarding Claim 2, the combination of Schleifer in view of LaRue, 
disclose a method further comprising: 

receiving a copy, delete, or print request from a user corresponding to 
specific content within the existing content wherein duplicates of said specific 
content, or related to said specific content, are retained on a device across 
multiple devices configured for communicating with one another over a network 
(col .6, lines 29-35, Schleifer); 

reviewing a record associated with the specific content in response to the 
request and analyzing the associated record to determine what duplicate or 



1 Examiner Notes: A further explanation of comparing the content with related content is explained within 
Schleifer at col. 7, lines 46-54 and col. 8, lines 16-19. 
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related content is available across the multiple devices (cols. 7-8, lines 46-67 and 
1-11, Schleifer); 

transmitting a confirmation for the request in response to detecting the 
presence of any duplicate or related content (par [0194, LaRue); and 

performing the request in response to receiving the request and 
instructions from the user in responding to said confirmation (par [0193], LaRue). 

Regarding Claims 3, 4, and 20, the combination of Schleifer in view of 
LaRue, disclose a method further comprising: 

receiving a copy, delete, or print request from a user corresponding to said 
specific content within the existing content wherein duplicates of said specific 
content, or related to said specific content, are retained on a device across 
multiple devices configured for communicating with one another over a network 
(col .6, lines 29-35, Schleifer); 

reviewing a record associated with the specific content in response to the 
request and analyzing the associated record to determine what duplicate or 
related content is available across the multiple devices (cols. 7-8, lines 46-67 and 
1-11, Schleifer); and 

determining utilization of any duplicate or related content based on a pre- 
established preference and the type of request which was received (par [0140], 
LaRue). 
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Regarding Claims 5 and 1 9, the combination of Schleifer in view of LaRue, 
disclose the method wherein said new content includes one from the group of 
content items consisting of a photograph, music, a document (col.1, lines 17-18, 
Schleifer), and a video. 

Regarding Claims 6 and 23, the combination of Schleifer in view of LaRue, 
disclose the method wherein each content record includes a field for indicating 
other content related to content associated with the content record (col. 8, lines 
32-44, Schleifer). 

Regarding Claims 7 and 21 , the combination of Schleifer in view of LaRue, 
disclose the method further comprising storing the pre-established preference in 
a storage device (par [0077], LaRue). 

Regarding Claims 8 and 22, the combination of Schleifer in view of LaRue, 
disclose the method further comprising storing the new content record in a 
storage device (par [0129], LaRue). 

Regarding Claim 9, the combination of Schleifer in view of LaRue, 
disclose the method wherein the confirmation is sought from the user for 
authorization for executing the request (par [0194], LaRue). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Points of Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHELCIE DAYE whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3891 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu Mofiz can be reached on 571-272-4080. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Chelcie Daye 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
November 20, 2010 
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